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Rev. Steven Sterner becomes acting president of Pacific 
School of Religion 




After an intense search led by the Board of 
Trustees of Pacific School of Religion, 
members voted to elect The Rev. Stephen L. 
Sterner as Acting President of the seminary on 
Tuesday, July 23. 

Sterner has Master of Divinity and Doctor of 
Ministry degrees from Lancaster Theological 
Seminary. He has been an ordained minister of 
the United Church of Christ for 43 years, 
serving in new and historic churches across the 
US. In 2008, he became Executive Minister for 
Local Church Ministries of the UCC, where he 
advocated for local UCC congregations, was a 
member of a task force that developed a new 
governance structure for the UCC National 
Setting, and was a member of the UCC 
Council for Higher & Theological Education. He 
is also a former PSR trustee, having served 
during the presidency of William McKinney. 
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Steve also served as the Interim Conference Minister of the Massachusetts Conference of the 
UCC. 

While getting his BA at Gettysburg College, Sterner met a college chaplain who suggested 
Sterner get involved with some student activities, including a trip to tutor students in New York 
City. Sterner's experience there showed him that church could be engaging, and he decided to 
go to seminary. 

Beyond his experience as a pastor and UCC national executive, he also has experience in 
developing sustainable endowments, and building partnerships with communities and 
organizations. 

Of what he hopes his role at PSR will be, Sterner said, "I believe leaders today are called not to 
resist change or simply name it, but rather to help organizations sort out the necessary changes 
to enhance their vision and mission for the future." 

He and his wife Judy have 2 grown children, and Steve will be coming to PSR from residence in 
South Carolina. 

Visit www.psr.edu in the coming weeks to find out more about Rev. Sterner and our 
next steps towards a bold, new PSR. 
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Loving the Stewardship Season: Webinar! What are you using for your Fall Christian Education Curricula? 



No comments yet. 
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Conference Events 

Aug 29 

6:30 PM - Stewardship Webinar with Ruben Swift 
Sep 30 

All Day - Retreat for Retired UCC Clergy 
Oct 18 

All Day - Women's UCC Southern Regional Conference 
Oct 26 

9:00 AM - Member in Discernment/Exploration Fall Retreat 



LATEST POPULAR COMMENTS 



What are you using for your Fall Christian Education Curricula? 

AUGUST 13, 2013 
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Rev. Steven Sterner becomes acting president of Pacific School of Religion 

J AUGUST 13, 2013 



Loving the Stewardship Season: Webinar! 

AUGUST 7, 2013 

Welcome Randy Hyvonen - our new Interim Conference Minister! 

JULY 26, 2013 
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Another UCC First... new environmental resolution from Synod 

JULY 17, 2013 
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Theological Education for a Changing world 
tasc2l.net 
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Southeast Conference of the 
United Church of Christ 

Like 



79 people like Southeast Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. 
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